Sulfonamide-induced pancreatitis.
While reported cases of sulfonamide-induced pancreatitis meet many criteria for an allergic drug reaction, antibody or lymphocyte recognition of the offending drug or its metabolite has yet to be demonstrated. A patient with sulfonamide-induced pancreatitis is reported in whom lymphocytes were stimulated in vitro by sulfamethoxazole, sulfapyridine, and sulfasalazine. Lymphocytes from a normal volunteer were not stimulated. This in vitro lymphocyte recognition of sulfonamides provides further evidence that sulfonamide-induced pancreatitis is an allergic drug reaction.